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Magazine of the Sławomir S. Skrzypek NBP Money Centre

Although the NBP Money Centre has been closed 
for visitors, we have prepared a new edition of the 
“Bankoteka” magazine. We want to make sure 
that no one misses the novelties that the Centre 
prepared for the second quarter of this year, 
and also to document the new exhibition touring 
programmes introduced in the previous months.

The cover presents the main theme of this edition 
of the magazine. In May of this year, we celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of the birth of Karol Wojtyła, 
the future Pope John Paul II, who was declared 
a saint by the Catholic Church. In the “Exhibits” 
section we offer a review of papal collector coins 
and describe the fi rst collector banknote in the 
history of NBP, which was issued in order to honour 
the unforgettable pontifi cate of Our Pope.

These commemorative issues are now comple-
mented by three coins issued in the Year of Saint 
John Paul II, which are presented on the cover. From 
Wadowice to the Vatican, on the background of 
empty squares – a sign of the times of pandemic – 
in front of the Basilica of the Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Peter’s Basilica, 
we present the exquisite commemorative coins, 
which are described in detail in this edition of the 
magazine. These coins were issued on 14 May of 
this year.

The team of the NBP Money Centre has prepared 
new scenarios of educational activities for 
schools, which are discussed in the “Education” 
section. In the same section we present for the 
fi rst time the fragments of the comic book entitled 
“On the trail of the Polish złoty – a tale about Polish 
money over the course of the centuries”. It was 
originally supposed to make its debut in May, 
during this year’s Night of Museums 2020, which 
was unfortunately cancelled.

What is a Daric coin? In order to fi nd out, you just 
have to visit the Antiquity-Middle Ages-Modernity 
room after the re-opening of the NBP Money 
Centre. In the section “Discovering multimedia… 
Let’s open the showcases” you can already see 
and read the very interesting history of the new 
unique exhibits: the gold Daric coin and the gold 
Florin.

Salt, cinnamon, and gold… are also among the 
exhibits presented in our classes. In the section 
“From the Calendar of the NBP Money Centre”, 
which concludes this edition of the magazine, we 
discuss the educational programme “Explore the 
NBP Money Centre with your senses”. In February 
of this year the students participating in this 
activity were able to learn with their own senses 
that the topic of money was and remains very 
important for everyone.

Enjoy your reading

The editorial team of “Bankoteka”

Dear readers
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Exhibits

4

2020 – The Year of Saint John Paul II – Collector coins 
with the image of Pope John Paul II pp. 5-9

New coins with face values of 10 zł, 10 zł and 500 zł, commemorating 
the 100th anniversary of the birth of John Paul II pp.10-11
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John Paul II on a collector banknote 
and collector coins issued by NBP
On 13 June 2019, the Polish Sejm adopted a resolution proclaiming 2020 as the Year of Saint John Paul II. One of the most important 
reasons for this decision was the upcoming centenary of the birth of Karol Wojtyła, who assumed the name John Paul II after being 
elected as the Pope. The anniversary of the Pope’s birth fell on 18 May 2020. He was the fi rst non-Italian pope since the Dutch-
-born Pope Adrian VI (1522-1523) and the second longest-serving pope after Pope Pius IX (1846-1878). He became the most widely 
recognized Polish person in the world.

The world of numismatics has honoured the Polish Pope by placing 
his image on numerous coins, medals, and banknotes. Narodowy 
Bank Polski introduced the fi rst coin with the image of Pope John 
Paul II as early as in 1982, on the occasion of his second pilgrimage 
to Poland. In the period from 1982 to 2014, NBP dedicated 49 types 
of coins, as well as the fi rst collector banknote, to the Pope. A number 
of catalogues and publications devoted to these numismatic items 
were also published. In this article we present the coins issued in the 
years 1995-2014. They can be viewed in the exhibition room on the 
mezzanine fl oor of the NBP head offi ce.

In 1997 John Paul II participated in the 46th International Eucharistic 
Congress held in Wrocław under the theme “The Eucharist and 
Freedom”. On this occasion, Narodowy Bank Polski issued a silver 
coin (Ag 925) with a face value of 10 zł. On the reverse side there is 
a half-length portrait of the Pope holding the host in his hands. The 
design of the coin was prepared by Ewa Olszewska-Borys.

In 1998 NBP commemorated the 20th anniversary of the Pope’s 
pontifi cate with two types of coins. On the reverse of a gold coin 

(Au900) with a face value of 200 zł we see the fi gure of the Pope with 
his hands raised in a greeting gesture. The reverse of the silver coin 
(Ag 925) with a face value of 10 zł carries a half-length portrait of John 

Paul II in a mitre (a tall liturgical head-dress which signifi es the dignity 
of Christian Church leaders). The designs of both coins were prepared 
by Ewa Olszewska-Borys.
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During his almost 27-year-long pontifi cate, John Paul II went on 104 
foreign trips and visited 135 countries, coming to be known as “the 
Pilgrim Pope”. In 1999 the image of the Pilgrim Pope appeared on two 

coins: a gold coin (Au 900) with a face value of 100 zł and a silver coin 
(Ag 925) with a face value of 10 zł. Both of these coins were designed 
by Robert Kotowicz.

In Latin “Pontifex Maximus” means “the highest priest”, but the literal 
meaning is “supreme bridge builder”. This is how the most important 
member of the College of Pontiffs was called in ancient Rome. Thanks 
to Pope Leo I, who headed the Church in the years 440-461, the title 

of Pontifex Maximus began to be applied to the bishops of Rome. 
Although this isn’t one of the offi cial titles of the popes, it was often 
placed on coins and illustrations. In 2002 Narodowy Bank Polski issued 
coins depicting John Paul II with the inscription “Pontifex Maximus”. On 
the obverse of the gold coin (Au 900) with a face value of 200 zł we see 
the bust of the Pope and the facsimile of his handwritten signature. 
On the reverse side we see the fi gure of the Pope from the back on 
the background of a stylized image of the Holy Door of Saint Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. Above the image there is the inscription “Pontifex 
Maximus”. On the obverse of the silver coin (Ag 925) with a face value 
of 10 zł, in the foreground we see the half-length portrait of the Pope 
praying with the papal ferula, i.e. the papal pastoral staff with a cross 
on top. In the background, there is an image depicting the fi gure of the 
Pope holding the ferula and blessing the faithful. The reverse sides of 
the gold and silver coins are the same. Both coins were designed by 
Ewa Tyc-Karpińska.

The 25th anniversary of the pontifi cate of John Paul II was celebrated 
in 2003. Narodowy Bank Polski commemorated this event by putting 
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into circulation three types of coins: a gold coin (Au 900) with a face 
value of 200 zł, a silver coin (Ag 925) with a face value of 20 zł, and 
a 2 zł coin made from the Nordic Gold alloy (CuAl5Zn5Sn1). The 
obverse sides of the gold and silver coins depict the fi gure of John 
Paul II leaning on his pastoral staff. The reverse of the gold coin carries 
an image of the pope sitting in a chair, and the reverse of the silver 
coins contain a profi le image of the Pope’s head in a zucchetto. The 
20 zł coins have the shape of a klippe – a square with a side length of 
40 mm. On the reverse side of the coin with a face value of 2 zł, on the 
background of a cross, there is a bust image of the Pope leaning on 
the pastoral staff. All the coins were designed by Ewa Tyc-Karpińska.

On 18 May 2005 Pope John Paul II would have celebrated his 85th 
birthday. He died on 2 April, just a month and a half before the jubilee. 
The coins prepared for issue on the occasion of his birthday (John 
Paul II, 1920-2005) ultimately became a tribute to the Polish Pope, 
the achievements of his pontifi cate, and his contribution to the 
regaining of Polish sovereignty. The coins were issued in four face 
values. The reverse sides depict a profi le image of the Pope, who is 
deep in thought and is wearing a zucchetto. In the background, we see 
the stylized images of buildings associated with his life. The gold coin 
(Au 900) with a face value of 100 zł, shows a part of the baptismal 
font from the Basilica of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in Wadowice. The silver coin with a face value of 10 zł (Ag 925), which 
has a gold-plated reverse (Au 999), depicts a fragment of the Basilica 
in Wadowice. The silver coin (Ag 925) with a face value of 10 zł and 
the 2 zł coin minted from the Nordic Gold alloy (CuAl5Zn5Sn1) depict 
Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome. The reverse sides were designed by 
Urszula Walerzak.

The parliamentary elections held on 4 June 1989 were the fi rst 
partially free elections in Poland since the end of World War II. Thanks 
to arrangements reached during the Round Table Talks, 35 per 
cent of the parliamentary seats were to be contested during the 
elections. The “Solidarity” movement won all of them. Pope John 
Paul II greatly infl uenced the events of the late 1980s. In addition to 
the spiritual ministry, the Pope’s fi rst three pilgrimages to Poland – in 
the years 1979, 1983 and 1987 – brought an invaluable contribution 
to the development of Polish people’s national consciousness, the 
emergence of the “Solidarity” movement, and the peaceful political 
transformation in our country. It is therefore not surprising that in 
2009, when Narodowy Bank Polski issued the series “Polish Road to 
Freedom” commemorating the 20th anniversary of the parliamentary 
elections of 1989, one of the coins included the image of the Pope. 
This was a silver coin (Ag 925) with a face value of 10 zł. The coin 
presents the image of the Pope blessing the crowds depicted in the 
background and contains a quote from the papal homily delivered 
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during the fi rst pilgrimage to Poland: “Niech zstąpi Duch Twój i odnowi 
oblicze ziemi! Tej ziemi!” [Let your Spirit descend, and renew the face 
of the earth, the face of this land]. The coin was designed by Urszula 
Walerzak.

Santo subito! (“Saint immediately” in Italian). Banners with such 
inscriptions appeared among the faithful gathered on 8 April 2005 
in Saint Peter’s Square in Rome, during the funeral of John Paul II. The 
beatifi cation process was launched on 28 June 2005, thanks to the 

consent of the newly elected Pope Benedict XVI, who waived the usual 
fi ve-year waiting period after a candidate’s death. Beatifi cation is an 
act announced by the Catholic Church recognizing a deceased person 
as Blessed, and authorizing their public veneration. The beatifi cation 
of John Paul II took place on 1 May 2011, during a solemn mass in Saint 
Peter’s Square in Rome. Just before the announcement of the act of 
beatifi cation, on 28 April 2011 Narodowy Bank Polski issued a set of 
fi ve coins with the image of the Pope, dedicated to this momentous 
event. These are three gold coins with face values of 1000 zł (Au 999), 
100 zł (Au 900) and 25 zł (Au 900), a silver coin (Ag 925) with a face 
value of 20 zł with a pad printing element placed on the reverse side, as 
well as a coin with the face value of 2 zł made from the Nordic Gold alloy 
(CuAl5Zn5Sn1). All the coins were designed by Ewa Tyc-Karpińska.
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Nine years after his death, and three years after he was beatifi ed, 
the Holy See declared John Paul II a saint. The act of canonization 
took place at a ceremony in Saint Peter’s Square in Rome on 27 April 
2014. On this occasion Father Waldemar Chrostowski, a professor 

at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw, wrote the 
following words: “The act of the offi cial canonization confi rms the 
greatness of John Paul II, his steadfastness in confessing and 
proclaiming the Gospel, as well as the huge appreciation and gratitude 
for the gift of the extraordinary pontifi cate, which occupies a unique 

place in the history of the world, the Catholic Church and Poland”. 
Narodowy Bank Polski celebrated the event by issuing coins with 
the bust of Pope John Paul II on the reverse. The coins came in four 
denominations: a face value of 500 zł made of silver (Ag 999) with 

a mass of 1 kilogram, a face value of 100 zł made of gold (Au 900), 
a face value of 10 zł made of silver (Ag 925), and a face value of 
2 zł made of the Nordic Gold alloy (CuAl5Zn5Sn1). The images were 
designed by Andrzej Nowakowski.

 Marcin Madejski

In 2006 the image of John Paul II appeared on the fi rst Polish collector 
banknote. The banknote was issued on the occasion of the 28th 
anniversary of Karol Wojtyła’s election as the Pope. The front side of the 
banknote carries a portrait of John Paul II in a mitre and with a ferula in his 
hand. The reverse side of the banknote depicts an event that took place 
during the mass inaugurating the pontifi cate of John Paul II, when the 
Pope rose from his chair and kissed the hands of the Primate of Poland, 
Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, in order to express his respect. The banknote 
was designed by Andrzej Heidrich, who died on 20 October 2019. It can 
be viewed in a display case in the “Creator of Money and 
Money Production” room.
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New commemorative coins to celebrate 
the Year of Saint John Paul II
Narodowy Bank Polski issued three commemorative coins for the 100th anniversary of the birth of Karol Wojtyła – one gold coin and 
two silver coins.

On 14 May this year, a few days before the anniversary, the coins went 
on sale at the NBP cash desks and the “Kolekcjoner” online store. The 
major event on the market square in Wadowice, which was supposed 
to promote the issue of the coins, was cancelled due to the state of 

epidemic emergency. After the re-opening of the NBP Money Centre 
these coins were added to the exhibition.

A gold coin with a face value of 500 zł:

On the obverse:
On a separated circular plane there is a transposed image of a fragment 
of Jerzy Kossak’s painting “Miracle on the Vistula” and an inscription 
which is an excerpt from a speech by John Paul II: „urodziłem się / 
w 1920, w maju, / w tym czasie, / kiedy bolszewicy / szli / na Warszawę” 
[I was born / in May 1920 / at the time / when the Bolsheviks / were 
marching / towards Warsaw]. Around the separated plane there are 
two semicircular inscriptions: “RZECZPOSPOLITA POLSKA” [REPUBLIC 
OF POLAND] on the top, and “BITWA WARSZAWSKA 1920” [BATTLE OF 
WARSAW 1920] on the bottom.

Baptismal certifi cate of Karol Wojtyła
Photo: Wikipedia Commons
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On the reverse:
On the circular plane there is an image of John Paul II kneeling in prayer 
at the baptismal font in the Basilica of the Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in Wadowice. Inscriptions: 1920-2020; 100. ROCZNICA 
URODZIN ŚWIĘTEGO JANA PAWŁA II [1920-2020; 100th Anniversary 
of the Birth of Saint John Paul II].

Mintage: up to 966 pcs

Two silver coins with a face value of 10 zł each:

On the obverse:
On a circular plane there is a transposed image of a fragment of Jerzy 
Kossak’s painting “Miracle on the Vistula” and an inscription which is an 
excerpt from a speech by John Paul II: „urodziłem się / w 1920, w maju, 
/ w tym czasie, / kiedy bolszewicy / szli / na Warszawę” [I was born / 
in May of 1920 / at the time / when the Bolsheviks / were marching / 
towards Warsaw]. In the rim, there is an inscription: “RZECZPOSPOLITA 
POLSKA 2020” [REPUBLIC OF POLAND 2020]. At the bottom there is 
a semicircular inscription: “10 ZŁ”

On the reverse:
The fi gure of John Paul II, on the left side there is an image of the 
baptismal font from the Basilica of the Presentation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary in Wadowice. At the top, there is an inscription “1920 / – / 
2020”, and below there is a red and white rectangular Polish fl ag. In the 
rim, there is an inscription: 100. ROCZNICA URODZIN ŚWIĘTEGO JANA 
PAWŁA II [100th Anniversary of the Birth of Saint John Paul II]

Mintage: up to 16,000 pcs

On the obverse:

The façade of the Basilica of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in Wadowice. Above it, in the background, there is an image 
of the sundial placed on the wall of the Basilica. Along the top edge 
there is a semicircular inscription: “RZECZPOSPOLITA POLSKA 2020” 
[REPUBLIC OF POLAND 2020].

On the reverse:
Bust of John Paul II with a pastoral staff and his hand raised in 
a greeting gesture. In the rim there is an inscription: 100. ROCZNICA 
URODZIN ŚWIĘTEGO JANA PAWŁA II. [100th Anniversary of the Birth 
of Saint John Paul II]

Mintage: up to 12,000 pcs
 NBP materials
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Education
Educational novelties at the NBP Money Centre – 
class scenarios pp. 13–14

Comic book entitled “On the trail of the Polish złoty – 
a tale about Polish money over the course of the centuries” pp. 15–18
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Educational novelties 
at the NBP Money Centre

Narodowy Bank Polski, acting in its capacity as the central bank 
of Poland, places special emphasis on the economic education of 
young Poles. This was one of the main ideas behind the launch of 
the NBP Money Centre in 2016. In recent years we have created 
a comprehensive educational offer for children and school-age youth, 
which addresses a wide range of economic issues: from the birth 
of money to the latest trends in the fi eld of cashless payments. 
Recent months have been challenging for all of us due to the epidemic 
threat and the associated social restrictions. School students had to 
learn to cope in this new reality, replacing classroom desks with their 
own desks at home, as part of the remote education effort. In this 
situation the team of the NBP Money Centre has prepared special 

scenarios of classes that students can download and implement on 
their own at home. This offer is targeted specifi cally for the students 
who have participated in school activities using the screens of their 
computers. Additionally, we have prepared a publication seen as non-
mandatory reading material, which presents the fascinating history 
of Polish money.

Learn about the functioning of central banks

The scenario of classes entitled “Central Bank” is designed for 
educators and teachers of history and civics classes, whom we want 

Tabela 1.

Data powstania Data powstania

1668 1816

1694 1818 Dania

1800 Francja 1821

1811 Finlandia 1828

1814 Holandia 1841 Grecja

1816 Austria 1850

-

-

-

1.

2.

do lekcji

Bank centralny

Fragment of a brochure intended for classes organized for secondary school students
Subject: Central Bank

Centrum Pieniądza
im. Sławomira S. Skrzypka

scenariusz

centralny

HISTORIA . EKONOMIA . 

Bank
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to support in the historical and economic education of their students. 
As part of the classes secondary school students learn about the 
origins of the oldest central banks in Europe, and about the role that 
Narodowy Bank Polski plays in the contemporary Polish economy. 
The scenario provides for work in four groups on the basis of source 
texts. This facilitates the independent work of students in conditions 
of remote education. At the end of the scenario the authors included 
a set of complementary exercises, concerning, among other things, 
the monetary policy of NBP. The teachers can use these exercises at 
their discretion, for example, as tasks that broaden, refresh, or verify 
the acquired knowledge.

Secure cash in your wallet

Another lesson plan, entitled “Laboratory of Authenticity”, was 
created for students of grades 6-8 and for secondary school 
students. This time the main focus is on the security features of 
Polish circulation banknotes. Although cashless payments have now 
become widespread in our country, this does not mean that we are 
going to stop using banknotes and coins in the near future. Quite 
the contrary, according to data published by NBP, the total value of 
banknotes and coins in circulation is constantly increasing. For this 
reason, it is important to make sure that children and young people are 
aware already at the stage of school education of the ways in which 

Polish money is secured and that they are able to make use of this 
knowledge in practice. The “Laboratory of Authenticity” class scenario 
is divided into two parts. The fi rst includes a conversation between 
the teacher and the students, which covers issues such as the 
functions of the Polish central bank, the reasons why NBP attaches 
particular importance to securing money against counterfeiting, and 
the consequences of using forged banknotes. The second part of the 
class scenario provides for the independent work of the students, 
during which they become acquainted with the types of security 
features used on Polish circulation banknotes and then match the 
individual types of such security features with the appropriate 
locations on banknotes of different denominations.

As a bonus: a comic book about the history 
of Polish money…

In order to make remote education even more enjoyable for students 
learning from their homes, we have prepared an electronic edition 
of this year’s publication of the comic book entitled “On the trail of 
the Polish złoty”. We believe that it will convince young readers that 
the economic history of our country is not a boring topic. The details 
concerning this publication are presented in a separate article in this 
issue of “Bankoteka”.

Fragment of a brochure intended for classes organized for secondary school students
Subject: Laboratory of Authenticity

Entrance to the Laboratory of Authenticity room 
at the NBP Money Centre

Centrum Pieniądza
im. Sławomira S. Skrzypka

HISTORIA . EKONOMIA . EDUKACJA www.nbp.pl/centrumpieniadza

LaboraLabora
toriumtorium

 Adam Skręta
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A few words about the denarius, 
the grosz and the half-threescore…
The premiere of the comic book entitled 
“On the trail of the Polish złoty”

The premiere of the educational publication 
of the NBP Money Centre addressed to 
younger readers took place in February 
2020. The comic book “On the trail of the 
Polish złoty – a tale about Polish money over 
the course of the centuries” is a journey 
which follows the development of Polish 
coins and banknotes during the period of 
almost 1000 years. The main idea which 
inspired the creation of the comic book was 
the desire to present the most important 
events of our history in a way that would be 
attractive to children and youth, and from 
a slightly different perspective than the one 
offered by school textbooks.

KRÓLESTWO 
FRANCJI

KRÓLESTWO 

POLSKIE

KIJOWSKA

KALIFAT

KRÓLESTWO 
LEONU

CESARSTWO 
NIEMIECKIE

KRÓLESTW
O ITALII

KRÓ
LEST

W
O

SZ
W

ECJI

KRÓLESTWO

KRÓLESTWO
DANII

KRÓLESTWO 
CZECH

offered by school textbooks.

KRÓLESTWO 
FRANCJI

KRÓLESTWO 

POLSKIE

KALIFAT

KRÓKRÓRÓRÓÓLESESESSLESLESLESLE TWOTWOTWOTW  
LEONUUU

CESARSTWO 
NIEMIECKIE

KRÓLESTW
O ITALII

KRÓLESTWO 
CZECH
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Money in the Polish territories was constantly 
evolving and changed its forms along with the 
successive rulers, periods of political and 
economic dominance, which were followed 
by years of turbulent wars and struggles for 
independence. For this reason, the coins and 
banknotes from different eras can be seen 
as some of the best silent witnesses of past 
times.

The storyline of the comic book begins during 
the reign of the Piast dynasty. The reader will 
be able to learn about the ruler who started 
the tradition of coinage in Poland, and about 
the form of coins at that time. Another 

Denar Gnezdun Civitas

Denar Princes Polonie

Ładny ten denar, duży!
Po łacinie rzekliby: 
denarius grossus!
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milestone was the emergence of the grosz coins. Has this coin been 
used as spare change from the very beginning? We also shouldn’t 
forget about the main character in our comic book – the złoty.

Last year we celebrated the 100th anniversary of the rebirth of the 
Polish currency, but its origins go back to earlier centuries. A certain 
ruler, whose image is currently presented on one of the circulation 
banknotes, introduced the Polish złoty with no intention of minting 
coins with such a denomination. What could have been the reasoning 
behind this move? What were the half-threescore and tymf coins? When 
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did people in Poland start using paper money? 
We would like to encourage you to check out 
this publication and to learn many amazing 
facts from the history of Polish money. The 
comic book has a unique graphic design that 
allows the readers to better understand the 
historical context of the narrative.

The comic book “On the trail of the Polish 
złoty” was prepared as a gift for the visitors 
touring the NBP Money Centre during this 
year’s Night of Museums…

 Adam Skręta

Education

did people in Poland start using paper money?
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Discovering multimedia… 
Let’s open the showcases
New gold coins in the Antiquity-Middle Ages-Modernity room:
Persian Daric coin from the 5th century BC and a Florin coin from the 14th century pp. 20–22
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The Persian Daric and the Florin
What are the similarities and the differences between 
the new acquisitions of the NBP Money Centre

At the end of last year, the NBP Money Centre acquired additional new exhibits. These are two gold coins – each with a fascinating, 
and very different history. Both can be viewed in the Antiquity-Middle Ages-Modernity room.

The fi rst one is the so-called Persian Daric, 
a gold coin from ancient Persia, dated to the 
5th century BC. Its name is derived from the 
name of the famous Persian king Darius the 
Great of the Achaemenid dynasty, who was 
the fi rst ruler to mint such gold staters (the 
denomination of the coin). However, some 
claim that the name comes from the Old 
Persian word “dari” which means “golden”.

On the obverse we see a fi gure of an archer 
in ceremonial Persian robes and a traditional 
headdress, sometimes described as 
a “crenellated crown”. The archer is running 
towards the right. This is a symbolic, 
conventional, and stylized image of the Great 
King or the King of Kings – both of these titles 
were traditionally used by the Persian ruler. 
In this case, however, we cannot be entirely 
certain that the coin depicts Darius. This 
is because the type of Daric coin on which 
the ruler is equipped with a bow and a spear 
(that is, type III) is dated by numismatists to 
approximately 485 BC, that is, the end of the 
reign of Darius the Great and the beginning of 
the reign of his son and successor Xerxes I.

The reverse of the coin constitutes 
a so-called quadratum incusum, or indented 
square, in its simplest and oldest form. The 
irregular shape is a refl ection of the given 
bottom die on which the gold lump was placed 
prior to being stamped by the upper die. The 
surface of the lower die was deliberately 

Daric – obverse; golden stater of the Achaemenid Empire, Persia, ca. 485 BC
Photo: NBP
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uneven in order to prevent the lump from moving in a way that made 
it impossible to stamp the obverse. At that time, the incuse square 
on the Greek coins in Asia Minor, which neighboured Persia, already 
had a regular form of a windmill, swastika, or even a particular image. 
However, the incuse square on the Persian Daric coins retained its 
archaic irregular shape throughout the entire period of issue.

As gold coins, the Darics were certainly very valuable to the people 
living at that time. Due to the lack of sources it is diffi cult to estimate 
their exact value. However, it is known that they were used for the 
payment of wages to the Persian army, including both the mercenaries 
as well as the famous royal guard of 1000 Persian Immortals, that is, 
a voluntary elite army organized by Darius the Great. Moreover, they 
were probably used many times to bribe the Greek city-states, or 
rather the offi cials that controlled them. The Greek historian Xenophon 
recorded an interesting anecdote about the Spartan leader Agesilaus. 

His military campaign against the Persians was cancelled because of 
an anti-Spartan uprising in parts of Greece, which was caused by Greek 
offi cials handsomely bribed with 10 thousand Daric coins. Agesilaus 
supposedly commented, that “he was driven out of Asia by 10,000 
archers”. However, he did not mean the soldiers, but the coins carrying 
the image of the archer.

The Daric coins only lost their status as valuable coins on the 
market of Asia Minor to the golden Macedonian staters of Philip 
II and Alexander III. Paradoxically, capturing the Persian treasury – 
which was of full precious metals, and which most likely consisted 
to a considerable degree of the gold Daric coins and the silver Siglos 
coins (silver Persian coins, whose form and imagery was frequently 
similar to that of the Daric coins, including the image of an archer or 
the bust of an archer on the obverse) of the Achaemenid dynasty – was 
precisely what enabled Alexander the Great to mint such enormous 
amounts of staters and tetradrachms, and to dominate Greek coinage 
for a long time.

The second new coin in the numismatic collection of Narodowy Bank 
Polski is a Florin (Italian: Fiorini), minted in the city of Florence in the 
14th century, perhaps in the year 1308. Its name does not come from 
the name of the city itself, but from the image of the fl ower depicted 
on the obverse. Flower is “fl orus” in Latin and “fi ore” in Italian. The name 
of the city of Florence was also derived from that word (Latin: Florentia, 
Italian: Firenze). The stylized image of a fl ower of lily, known as fl eur-de-
lis, is also a certain symbol and an example of canting arms, also legible 
to illiterate people. Why was the lily fl ower chosen? In the Middle Ages 
the fl eur-de-lis had very extensive symbolic meaning and was also 
associated with the cult of the Virgin Mary. As one of the attributes 
of Mary, it symbolized purity, innocence, but also greatness, glory, 
majesty and beauty. Mary was one of the patrons of the city. Perhaps 
this is why the authorities of Florence selected this particular plant 
as their emblem, thereby emphasizing both the divine protection over 
the city, and its greatness. The fl eur-de-lis had already appeared on 
previous silver grosso coins, therefore the design of the Florin coins 
simply repeated a motif that was already well known and established in 
the consciousness of the people at the time – the fl ower is presented in 
profi le, with three petals and two stamens between them, in a beautiful 
Gothic styling, developed in the fi rst half of the 13th century.

The image presented on the reverse is not accidental either – the 
fi gure of Saint John the Baptist was very highly regarded in the Middle 
Ages. He was the patron saint of the Florentine cathedral and one of 
the guardians of the city of Florence. On the coin he is standing upright, 
wearing a characteristic cloak made of camel skin, with long hair and 
beard. In his hands he is holding a sceptre and a book (presumably the 
Holy Bible). This image dominated the later iconography of the saint.

Daric – reverse
Photo: NBP
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The inscriptions on both sides of the coin confirm the above 
interpretations. Both begin with so-called initial crosses. On the 
obverse the inscription in the rim reads: FLOR• – •ENTIA. On the reverse 
the inscription in the rim reads: •S•IOHANNES•B and ends with the 
symbol of a fi ve-pointed leaf.

This inconspicuous symbol placed at the end of the inscription on 
the reverse side is an important element of the coin. It is the mark 
of the mint master. What is important, though, is not his identity, but 
the possibility of a fairly accurate dating of the fl orins. This is due to 
the fact that in accordance with an intricate and detailed statute, the 
managers of the Florence mint were changed every six months, and 
each of them had their own unique mark assigned to them.

As a list of these marks survived to this day, it was possible to assign 
most of them to specifi c individuals and the years of their employment 
at the mint. A leaf similar in form to that placed on the coin belonging 
to the NBP Money Centre was assigned to a Florentine mint master 
working in 1308.

The fl orin, which was issued starting from 1252, was not the fi rst gold 
coin minted in the Middle Ages. The city of Genoa, with its genovino, 
which was introduced several decades earlier, is the unquestionable 

leader in this regard. However, it was the coin with the image of 
a lily and the fi gure of Saint John the Baptist that gained enormous 
popularity in Europe and dominated long-distance trade. This was due 
to the weight standard – it turned out that the weight of 3.52 grams 
of gold is optimal for complex trade settlements. As a result, the fl orin 
coins were quickly copied in other cities of northern Italy, and even in 
the Vatican. They also became popular in Hungary, and from there they 
spread further north, to the territories of the German Empire. Through 
Hungary it also arrived in Silesia, where fl orins were minted in the 14th 
century by two Silesian duchies. The earlier issue, carried out during 
the reign of Bolko II, the Duke of Świdnica and Jawor (1326-1368), 
is dated to a period before the year 1351. The later issue – with the 
name of Wenceslaus I, the Duke of Legnica and Brzeg (1342-1364) – is 
dated to the years of the Duke’s reign. Both coins retain the traditional 
iconography but differ in the inscriptions on the obverse and the small 
symbol concluding the inscriptions on the reverse side – the symbol 
used on the coins minted in Świdnica is a knight’s helmet with a plume, 
while in the case of those minted in Legnica it is a Silesian eagle.

Both the Persian Daric coin and the Florin have assumed their rightful 
place in the showcases of the Antiquity-Middle Ages-Modernity room 
as witnesses of special events in the history of money in the world.

 Eliza Walczak

Florin, Florence, ca. 1308
Photo: NBP
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“Explore the NBP Money Centre 
with your senses” – new classes 
for school students
During the winter holidays, the NBP Money Centre once again participated in the “Winter in the City” campaign. We offered students of 
primary schools entirely new classes entitled “Explore the NBP Money Centre with your senses”. During the classes, the participants 
went on a journey through the most interesting rooms of NBP Money Centre, guided by the senses of taste, touch, hearing, smell, and 
sight. On their way they discovered unusual exhibits and listened to stories related to the history of money in the world. The rooms 
visited by the students included Antiquity-Middle Ages-Modernity, Monetary Systems, Stock Exchange and Financial Markets, 
Creator of Money and Money Production, Vault, and Encounters with Money.

Sense of hearing – the bell opening the trading session on the stock 
exchange

Sense of touch – the Swedish Platmynt coin
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The “Explore the NBP Money Centre with your senses” classes 
constitute a new way of presenting and exploring the Centre and the 
world of money, which is completely different from anything that we 
have offered previously. The topic of the classes refers to the senses 
that we use every day: taste, touch, hearing, smell, and sight.

In these classes we tried to utilize all the senses in order to enable 
students to learn more about the history of money, its structure and 
the objects present in the locations associated with money.

Sense of taste – the participants recognized the taste of salt using 
that sense in the Antiquity-Middle Ages-Modernity room. Children 
tasted the crystals of Himalayan salt with their eyes covered by 
a blindfold. They learned that salt was used as a means of payment 
even before the invention of coins or banknotes. The educator also 
talked about other forms of commodity money and various language 
expressions using the world “salt” (e.g. “to be the salt of the earth”, 
“to be worth one’s salt” etc.) and explained why salt was once referred 
to as “white gold”.

Sense of touch – in the Monetary Systems room the participants 
described the characteristics and the purpose of the platmynt – the 
world’s largest circulation coins – using only the sense of touch.

Sense of hearing – in the Stock Exchange and Financial Markets 
room the participants were supposed to acquire knowledge about the 
stock exchange only using their sense of hearing. Before entering the 
room, the students had a blindfold tied over their eyes. The educator 
played a fi lm entitled “Wieslaw Rozłucki. The 49th session of the stock 

exchange”, which lasted 60 seconds, and then asked the questions: 
What place was this room dedicated to? What sense did they have 
to use in order to learn the answer to the question? The educator 
explained the role of the bell at the stock exchange – initially the sound 
of the bell breaking through the noise of the trading fl oor signifi ed the 
start and end of the trading session on a given day. The educator then 
explained the meaning and role of the stock exchange.

Sense of smell – in the Creator of Money and Money Production 
room the participants were supposed to use their sense of smell to 
recognize and name the following objects: cocoa beans, cinnamon, 
cloves. Meanwhile, the educator explained why these spices were 
so valuable in the past and presented the history and signifi cance 
of the famous saying: Pecunia non olet. The educator also answered 
questions: What are taxes? Who collects taxes and what they are used 
for? Can you not pay taxes? Is that fair?

Sense of taste – salt as a means of payment

Sense of smell – goods traded on commodity exchanges
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Sense of sight – the participants learned about gold using their sight. In 
the Vault room the students tried to describe gold, only using the sense 
of sight. The children wondered whether gold is always the same colour, 
or whether the 2 zł coin is made of gold, etc. The important message 
conveyed through this activity was that “all that glitters is not gold”.

The educator talked with the students about things that are valuable in 
the material sense. What is valuable to them? The educator indicated 
that our eyes often deceive us, and that in our lives we humans often 
rely primarily on our sense of sight – (unfortunately) the remaining 
senses very frequently play a secondary role.

***

The classes were conducted on 11-21 February of this year 
(Tuesday through Friday) from 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and involved 
the participation of 43 school groups (719 students) as part of the 
“Winter in the City” campaign. The following materials were used in the 
conduct of the classes: blindfolds, pink Himalayan salt crystals, zip 
bags, containers for spices and coins, cocoa beans, cloves, cinnamon, 
and a 2 zł coin.

The classes were available free of charge and were intended for 
organized groups of primary school students. The duration of the 
classes was approximately 60 minutes.

 Małgorzata Kozłowska
Photo: Andrzej Kalicki

Sense of sight – a 2 zł coin and a gold bar. On the left a 2 zł circulation coin – obverse and reverse, on the right – a gold bar
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